
ENDORSEMENTS 
 
 
I am glad that you have written this book and I congratulate you. I am sure it is 
needed in America. I think, therefore, that your book ought to find a market and quite 
a few readers should profit from its fine presentation with excellent examples 
illustrating the discussion. This should prove an indispensable textbook for seminaries 
and colleges teaching NT Greek.  
 

— Dr. Chrys C. Caragounis, professor of New Testament exegesis at Lund University, 
Sweden (author of The Development of Greek and the New Testament: Morphology, 
Syntax, Phonology, and Textual Transmission). 

 
Dr. Philemon Zachariou has provided us with a much-needed corrective to the 
pronunciation of New Testament (i.e. Hellenistic Koine) Greek. For too many years, 
Erasmus’ artificial system of pronunciation has dominated the study of the New 
Testament, and has even kept students of the New Testament from recognizing 
significant phonological nuances and word-plays that impact our interpretation of 
important texts. Dr. Zachariou’s clear explanations, helpful charts and acoustically 
pleasing audio files make this book a valuable learning aid both to the beginning Greek 
student and to the established scholar who would like to switch from Erasmian 
pronunciation to an accurate Historical Greek Pronunciation. 
 

— Dr. George Gunn, Professor of New Testament Greek, Shasta Bible College and 
Graduate School, Redding, California. 

 
Dr. Zachariou's work adds to the strong evidence supporting the unity of the Greek 
language, in this instance as it pertains to phonology. He persuasively argues that the 
Erasmian pronunciation is not based on sound principles or reasoning, neither is it 
necessitated by the extant data, which rather validates the Historical Greek Pronunciation 
as being the way the language was spoken from well before the time of the New 
Testament. His unveiling of some of the forces at work historically and currently in 
academia to hold on to Erasmus' theory should lead to self-evaluation, especially for 
Bible scholars who are slow to recognize the need for and value of change in relation to 
this topic. 
 

— Rev. Dr. David S. Hasselbrook, Pastor of Messiah Lutheran Church, Missoula, 
Montana (author of Studies in New Testament Lexicography). 

 
It is high time that the so-called “Erasmian” pronunciation of ancient Greek is 
recognised for what it is – a diverse range of artificial pronunciations that typically 
reflect the native language of the speaker – and that the “Modern” Greek pronunciation 
which, after all, is our only living guide to the sound of Greek, be restored to its 
rightful place as the universal standard in biblical, and therefore Hellenistic, Greek 
pronunciation. This point has of course been made before, but the latest manifestation 
of it may be found in Philemon Zachariou’s new book. By building upon the latest 
research and compiling the pertinent evidence, Zachariou argues cogently for the 



antiquity of the “Modern” Greek pronunciation, and convincingly shows what a 
hazardous travesty it is to replace this historical pronunciation with an “Erasmian” one. 
Given that the majority of those teaching and learning the Greek of the Bible continue 
to persist with some kind of “Erasmian” pronunciation, Zachariou’s work serves as a 
necessary corrective, and is an important and timely contribution to the field. 
 

— Dr. Jody A. Barnard, professor of New Testament Greek, UK (author of The 
 Mysticism of Hebrews). 
 
 
For those seeking to learn Greek, we have a detailed text clearly written and cleanly 
presented … helpful to both new students and those who require a refresher course. 
Philemon Zachariou has given students the means to guarantee that Greek won’t still be 
“Greek to them” after using this book! [When Vol. I, II, and III were one book.]  

 

— Dr. Harvey C. Pittman, professor of New Testament Greek and academic dean, 
International Seminary, Plymouth, Florida. 

 


